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Useful Information  
 
The 56th Conference of the International Military Testing Association will be held from 27-30 
October 2014 in by the Military Psychological Service of the Bundeswehr (German Federal 
Armed Forces) in cooperation with the University of the German Armed Forces in Hamburg 
(Germany).  
The annual IMTA conference is one of the most important events for the promotion and 
exchange of innovative research and good practices not only in testing but in all aspects of 
military psychology. This conference will provide a unique and excellent occasion for experts 
of both the military and the civilian sector to discuss current aspects related to Psychological 
Fitness.  
Hamburg, a modern city with a fantastic combination of culture, history and style, will offer a 
perfect atmosphere for networking with international leading scientific experts, practioners, 
military leaders and emerging scholars in the area of military psychology. Top-class keynote 
speakers will attend the opening ceremony, which will be the opening the gate for a 
challenging scientific program and social events with sightseeing tours and different 
festivities, to give you the opportunities to get into contact with participants from countries all 
over the military scientific community. 
 
| WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING YOU SOON IN HAMBURG | 
 

Local Host Coordinator 
 
Dr. Larissa Krex 
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Helmut Schmidt University | University of the Federal Armed Forces Hamburg 
Holstenhofweg 85 
22043 Hamburg 
Germany 
T.: +49 (0)40 6541 3399  
E.: krex@hsu-‐hh.de 
http://www.hsu-‐hh.de/epu 
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Conference Fees 
The conference fee includes conference materials, daily lunch in the conference venue and 
coffee/tea/refreshments during breaks, and the conference events (Meet & Greet, IBTA-
activity and closing Banquet).  
 
Guests of registered conference participants have the option to participate at the Meet & 
Greet, IBTA and the closing Banquet. Separate fees apply.  
 
'Early bird' :  
Paid before September 26th, 2014 (With credit card or via bank transfer): 395 Euro 
 
Normal fee : 
Paid starting from September 26th, 2014 till October 25th. (With bank transfer before October 
18th or via credit card): 450 Euro 
 
Late fee : 
Paid after October 25th With credit card or paid in cash at the registration desk: 495 Euro; 
 
Students fee:  
295 Euro 
 
There will be three optional tours on Friday October 31st (see below).  
You can register for the optional social events when registering for the conference. 
 

Registration desk 
 
The registration desk is located at the NH Hotel Hamburg Horn (conference hotel). Please 
bring the confirmation letter to accelerate the registration process.  
Registration & Paper Submission takes part … 

• on Monday from 07:30 – 09:00 and 12:30 – 18:00,  
• on Tuesday and Wednesday from 08:00 – 18:00  
• and on Thursday from 8:30 – 12:30.  

Please bring your passport for registration.  
 

How to pay 
This year,we offer you three possibilities to pay: 
 

1. Via bank transfer:  
The bank transfer must clearly state the name of the participant and mention 
“IMTA 2014”. Unidentified bank transfers cannot be processed. Bank charges have 
to be paid at the source by the participant, in addition to the registration fees. The 
bank transfer option will  not be available anymore after October 20, 2014 
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(bank transfer and confirmation of payment might not arrive in t ime).  
Therefore only Credit Card payment or cash will  be accepted after 
October 20, 2014.  
Please use following data:  
 
Beneficiary’s name : Freundeskreis des Psychologischen Dienstes der Bw e.V. 
Bank Name: Kreissparkasse Ahrweiler  
Bank Address : Wilhelmstrasse 1, 53474 Bad Neuenahr-Ahrweiler; Germany  
Account number (IBAN): DE19577513101000327534  
Swift Code (BIC): MALADE51AHR  
 
Amount and message: These will be provided in the confirmation e-mail when you 
register (contact us in the event you loose that e-mail)  

 
2. By credit card:  

When you have registered and indicated that you want to pay online with your credit 
card, you can surf to the Payment page. 
 
There also will be a possibility to pay by credit card at the registration desk. This is 
however only available for the Late registration option which is more expensive.  

 
3. In cash:  

You can pay in cash (in Euro) at the registration desk at the beginning of the 
Conference. This is however only available for the Late registration option which is 
more expensive.  
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Map, Conference Venue, hotels and social events 
Map 
The following map shows the conference venue at NH Hamburg Horn. Distance from Hotel to 
the Airport ist about 11 km. 
 

 
 
 

1. Hotel NH Hamburg Horn  
Rennbahnstraße 90 
22111 Hamburg 
Tel: +49 40 655970 
 

2. University of the Federal Armed 
Forces  
Holstenhofweg 85 
22043 Hamburg 
Tel: +40 40 65411 
 

3. Führungsakademie der Bundeswehr 
Manteuffelstraße 20 
22587 Hamburg 
Tel: +49 40 86670 
 

More to come.. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

9 

Accommodation 
Conference Venue – Hotel NH Hamburg Horn  
 

 
 
The IMTA 2014 Conference and some social activities will be held at the NH Hamburg Horn 
Hotel where we have made a block reservation with a special price for our participants.  
 
Address:  Rennbahnstrasse, 90. D-22111 Hamburg (Germany)  
Phone: :  +49 40 655970  
Email:   nhhamburghorn@nh-hotels.com  
Website:  http://www.nh-hotels.com/nh/en/hotels/germany/hamburg/nh-hamburg-horn.html  
 
 
Room prices (valid until 28 August, 2014) 
 
These prices include a nice breakfast: 
Single room: 89 Euro/night (+ 2.14 Euro City tax per room per night)* 
Double room: 108 Euro/night (+ 2.14 Euro City tax per room per night)* 
 
Please note:  
This form needs to be signed by your employer. So it needs to be completed prior to travelling 
to Hamburg. A version of the form including text in English will be posted later. 
Reservation 
 
If you want to book your room at NH Hamburg Horn Hotel, please use the online reservation 
link below.  
Please do not book your room on the regular booking webpage of the hotel in order to benefit 
from the IMTA group-rate! 

                                       
* The city tax can be waived if you submit the appropriate form to the hotel reception. 
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Booking should be made before 28 August 2014 to get the negotiated rate. Hotel bookings are 
on a first come, first served basis.  
Online reservation link: 
Click here to book your room. You'll be transferred to the hotel's special booking page for 
IMTA. 
 
 
http://www.nh-hotels.com/events/en/event-detail/20843/56th_imta_conference__hamburg_2014.html 
 

 
 

Note 
The Conference Team accepts no financial responsibility in the event an issue arises 
concerning your hotel booking. 
 

Meals and Refreshments 
 
Breakfast  
Breakfast is included in the room rate at the NH Hotel Hamburg Horn.   
Refreshments  
Coffee and other refreshments will be available free of charge during the morning and 
afternoon coffee breaks.  
Lunch  
Lunch is included in the conference fee from Tuesday to Thursday.  
Dinner  
Dinner is included in the conference fee.for the Meet and Greet on Monday (beverages are 
included for two hours), for the IMBA on Tuesday and for the conference dinner on Thursday 
(drinks included for two hours).  
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Program information 
 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

08:30     
08:45  Announcements  
09:00  
09:30 

Opening 
Ceremony (HSU) 

Parallel Sessions [3P]  A/B/C 

10:30 Break Break  
11:00 Keynote 

Addresses        
(HSU) 

Parallel Sessions [3P]  A/B/C 

12:30 Group 
Photograph 

 

13:30 Lunch  

Poster session 

 
14:00 

IMLA Workshop 
& Annual 
Meeting 
(members only) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13:30 – 15:30: 
Management 
Board (MB) 
Meeting 

Parallel 
Sessions [3P]  
A/B/C 

Parallel Sessions 
[3P]  A/B/C 

15:30  Break  Closing Remarks 
16:00 Parallel 

Sessions [2P]  
A/B/C – 17:00 

 
The evening will be 
free time to spend 
as you please. 
 
There will be the 
possibility for a 
scientific tour at 
Helmut-Schmidt-
University  

 
Free time  

"Friday in 
Hamburg"             
Sightseeing 
(please register 
for three 
optional tours 
during the day) 

18:00 

Steering 
Committee 
Meeting 
(members only) 

Free time    
18:30 Meet & Greet 

(dresscode: 
casual) – 21:30  

IBTA  Conference 
Dinner  

 

 

Shuttle Service and Transportation	  
On Tuesday (opening ceremony at the University of the Federal Armed Forces) transportation 
is provided between the NH Hotel Hamburg Horn and the university. Please pay attention to 
the transportation schedule in the hotel. The busses will bring you back to the hotel after the 
opening ceremony and keynote addresses.  
 
On Friday there will be provided busses for the optional sightseeing tours.  
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Other hotels of different price range 
 
If you do not plan to stay at our conference hotel please use this page to find out your 
alternative hotel.  
 
http://www.hamburg-travel.com/search-book/hotels-from-eur-24/search-book-hotels-in-
hamburg/ 

 
 

Inexpensive  but good | 40 €  and up 

 
Motel One Hamburg Alster  
 
Steindamm 96-102, 20099 Hamburg 
 

 
 
Motel One Hamburg Alster in Hamburg-St. Georg is in the immediate vicinity of the Hamburg 
University for Applied Sciences. The Alster Lake, Alsterschwimmhalle and the urban 
atmosphere of Lange Reihe are all within easy walking distance. The underground train 
station Lohmühlenstrasse in front of the hotel offers a short commute to many Hamburg 
sights and attractions. 
The 2-star design hotel has 460 air-conditioned non-smoking rooms, most of which offer a 
view overlooking downtown Hamburg and the Alster Lake through soundproof windows. All 
rooms are equipped with double beds, desk with wireless Internet access and flat screen 
television with iPod station. 
The “One Lounge” at Motel One Hamburg Alster is lobby, breakfast lounge and bar in one. It 
offers free wireless Internet access and is open around the clock. An underground garage is 
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available for hotel guests at an additional cost. The neighborhood around St. Georg and 
nearby Lange Reihe offer a wide selection of cultural and dining choices. 
 

4*- and 5*-Hotels | 74 €  and up 
 
The George Hamburg St.  Georg 
 
Barcastraße 3, 22087 Hamburg 
 

 
 
 
The George Hotel Hamburg in the district of St. Georg is in the immediate vicinity of the Alster 
Lake and the bucolic green areas surrounding it. The city center is less than five minutes 
away by car or a 15-minute walk. The nearby underground station Lohmühlenstrasse 
provides public transportation connections to the rest of town. 
 
The four-star hotel, decorated throughout in British style, has over 125 rooms all equipped 
with iPod player, flat screen television, safe, tea and coffee maker and free Internet access. 
Paid parking is available in the hotel’s underground garage. 
 
The hotel restaurant “DaCaio” serves Italian cuisine with daily changing menus and 
compatible wines. The bar by the same name opens for afternoon tea, serving cocktails and 
whisky later on in the evening. The hotel library is small but select, and is perfectly situated 
for watching the goings-on in the hotel lobby or enjoying the view of the cherry trees in the 
English garden. The spa located on the sixth-floor of the hotel also features a partially 
canopied terrace. The hotel features meeting and banquet space accommodating up to 75 
guests. 
 
Le Royal Méridien Hamburg Alster  
 
An der Alster 52-56, 20099 Hamburg 
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Its location and breathtaking views make Le Méridien Hamburg the perfect place to enjoy 
watching the sun set over Hamburg. The hotel’s proximity to the Central Station, the city 
center and the tourist sights of Hamburg make it very popular with guests from all over the 
world attending trade fairs or conferences in Hamburg. 
 
The luxury hotel Le Méridien Hamburg has 284 rooms furnished in art & tech style and all 
equipped with plasma television, plus entertainment systems, and free coffee and tea 
makers. An art exhibition with over 600 objects distributed throughout the hotel plus a free 
ticket to the Deichtorhallen museum for every guest, are an invitation for guests to make new 
and creative discoveries. 
 
A 40-meter long panorama window at “Le Ciel Restaurant et Bar” offers an extraordinary 
view of the Hamburg skyline. The restaurant serves innovative interpretations of culinary 
classics in a refined ambiance, the hotel bar serves a choice selection of cocktails. The 450 
square meter “Emotion Spa” features swimming pool, whirlpool, sauna, steam bath, plus an 
adjoining gym open 24 hours a day with endurance and weight training equipment. The 
meeting and conference rooms accommodate up to 330 guests and are equipped with state-
of-the-art audio and video technology. 
 

Map of Hamburg 
 
Hamburg is a huge city. Please use the extra map on our website.  
 

 
Or just click on the following link:  
http://www.hamburg-travel.com/info/out-and-about-in-hamburg/city-map/ 
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Traveling to Hamburg | Germany 
 
The Conference venue (NH Hamburg Horn Hotel) is 20-30 minutes away from Hamburg 
Airpoirt by taxi, rental car or train. By train, take the S1 to Berliner Tor then take the U2 to 
Horner Rennbahn. Both the S1 and U2 leave every 5 to 10 minutes!  
 

By train 
CITY TICKET | Attention visitors to Hamburg arriving on Deutsche Bahn AG rail services and a 
mainline ticket purchased in conjunction with a BahnCard discount railcard – HVV and 
Deutsche Bahn AG offer an extra service just for you: 
On the day you arrive and at no extra cost you can use your mainline rail ticket on any U-/S-
Bahn rapid transit rail service, bus or harbour / river ferry from the station of arrival to your 
destination in the city (HVV Großbereich Greater Hamburg Area). 

 
From Hamburg's central railway station, Hauptbahnhof, take a 15 minute ride in the 
underground U2 towards Mummelmannsberg to Horner Rennbahn station. Once on ground 
level, NH Hamburg Horn is on the right hand side of the street. Please note that U2 trains 
leave every 5 to 10 minutes. 
 

By plane 
The Conference venue (NH Hamburg Horn Hotel) is 20-30 minutes away from Hamburg 
Airpoirt by taxi, rental car or train. By train, take the S1 to Berliner Tor then take the U2 to 
Horner Rennbahn. Both the S1 and U2 leave every 5 to 10 minutes. Hamburg Airport 
 

By car 
From A24 Berlin and A1 Lübeck, travel toward Hamburg-Jenfeld to the intersection Hamburg 
Horn. At the Horner Kreisel traffic circle, take the third exit onto Sievenkingallee. At the next 
cross road, Rhiensweg, take a left and follow to Rennbahnstasse. Take a left on 
Rennbahnstasse and follow to the hotel. From A7 Munich, drive A1 toward Lübeck, to 
interchange for Hamburg-Billstedt. Turn left onto Bergerdorfer Str then, at Horner Rampe, 
turn right onto Rennbahnstrasse. Follow Rennbahnstrausse to NH Hamburg Horn. 

 

By bus 
Many German tour operators offer trips to Hamburg by bus. If you wish, you can book a day 
trip or a trip with one or more nights' stay. Buses depart in most cases from the bus stations 
of larger German cities. Most companies also now offer departures from smaller towns. You 
can check with local travel agencies or look through the travel section of the local newspaper 
for relevant offers. The benefits of an organised bus trip are obvious. You don't have to stress 
about changes and can sit back and enjoy the journey. 
 

Inner-city Public transport via HVV (Hamburg Transport Association) 
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The public transport company for Hamburg is HVV | http://www.hvv.de/en/.  
Use any HVV public transport service you like, and it’ll take you around Hamburg and many 
parts of the metropolitan region. It’s been that way ever since 1965. That’s when it became 
the world’s very first integrated public transport association. 
Hamburg’s public transport network consists of the Schnellbahn, the rapid transit rail 
services, (U-/, S- and A-Bahn), regional rail (R-Bahn) and buses. In a port city like Hamburg 
you can also sail along to your destination on our harbour and river ferries.  
 
For tailor-made timetables in the HVV network download the app on your cell or smart phone 
or simply click onto the online Timetable Information service free-of-charge to find out your 
most convenient connections: 
http://geofox.hvv.de/jsf/home.seam;jsessionid=CFCC68121A74CA14E8AE13D4982B0CDB.geof
ox7?language=en 
 
Barrier-free mobil ity for everyone 
On the following link HVV offers special information for mobility-impaired passengers 
explaining how to get around more easily and comfortably on buses or trains: 
http://www.hvv.de/en/all-you-need-to-know/mobility-impaired-passengers/ 
 
Insider Tipps 
For singular train usage, you must purchase your ticket before boarding at the orange 
vending machines you will find just before entering the train ramps.  
 
Except on metro line busses (lines 3, 4, 5 or 6), you must purchase your ticket on entering the 
front of the bus from your bus driver.  
 
One of the things we would eagerly suggest for a person or group making extensive rounds 
across the city is to consider a day or weekly HVV pass.  
 
A great option for day travel is to purchase a day ticket "9hr Tageskarte"  which means “9AM 
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Day Ticket”. Essentially, after the city's peak rush hour morning travel, it carries costs from 9 
am onwards until midnight. Purchase this ticket for just 5,80 Euro. 
 
The "9hr Gruppenkarte" for a group of up to 5 people costs 10,40 Euro. You can purchase 
these day tickets via vending machine, your bus driver, HVV Service Points, or online. 
 
For spouses 
For a weekly pass, you will need a passport photo, 5 euro for administrative costs, and then 
they will charge you for the week depending on how many rings you want to travel in within 
Hamburg. If you plan to stay in one area of concentration (say the city center, or a 
neighborhood immediately surrounding it), the 2 Ring ticket is appropriate.  
 

Social events 
 
The annual IMTA Conference is a scientific meeting accompanied by several social activities. 
These include a 'Meet and Greet' welcome reception and a closing Conference Dinner, which 
are free of charge for the registered conference participants. In addition, a few other activities 
are proposed as opportunities for you to discover more of the host country. As these activities 
don’t belong to the Conference itself, separate fees may apply. 
 

Day 1 | Monday, Oct 27th 

(No fee for conference delegates, 38 € for guests) 
 
The Meet and Greet is the informal start of the conference. It will take place at our 
conference venue, the NH Hotel Hamburg Horn, on Monday October 28th (18:30-21:30). We 
invite you to dinner and drinks (drinks are included for two hours) and interesting 
conversations with interesting people. Get this opportunity to retrieve and catch up with old 
friends and colleagues or make new ones in the warm atmosphere of the IMTA welcome 
reception. 
Prior registration and payment (38 €) is necessary for spouses or other guests. 
 

Day 2 | Tuesday, Oct 28th 

(No fee for conference delegates, 22 € for guests) 
 
The International Beverage Tasting Association (IBTA) meeting will be held on Tuesday 
October 28th, 2014. Persons loving to taste some of the world's best beers or other beverages 
are invited to participate in this pure fun activity. To do so, you are kindly requested to select 
some of your national beers or beverages and to bring them to the IBTA meeting. There, you 
will have the opportunity to tell us about all the good properties of your beers. In return, you 
will taste a wide variety of international beverages brought specially for you by IMTA 
participants from other countries. Don't forget to bring your beverages! 
Prior registration and payment (22 €) is necessary for spouses or other guests. 
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Day 3 | Wednesday, Oct 29th 

 
The evening will be free time to spend as you please. Enjoy your afternoon either in or around 
Hamburg. There will be also the possibility for a scientific laboratory tour at the Helmut-
Schmidt-University.  
 

Day 4 | Thursday, Oct 30th 

(No fee for conference delegates, 45 € for guests) 
 
Please join us at the IMTA Conference Farewell Dinner which will be held on Thursday, 
October 31st. The 45 € fee includes a terrific buffet, alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks (for two 
hours) as well as the priceless opportunity for international, multi-professional exchange of 
ideas. We trust that you will have an unforgettable dinner.  

 

Day 5 | Friday, Oct 31st 

 
With its flair and maritime charm, Hamburg is one of the most beautiful cities in Germany. 
The "Gateway to the World" – as the port city on the Elbe is often referred to – offers its 
visitors city life pure and simple, with unique experiences in shopping, culture as well as 
nature.  
 
Our two optional Friday tours are ready to book now – PLEASE pay up-front 
with your conference fee. Why don’t you book both tours? Our proposed last 
day activit ies do not run simultaneously and thus you’ll  be able to participate 
in both. 
 
 
Our first tour starts on Friday, October 31st at 9:45 am (Luncheon 
package is included)  

 

TOUR 1: Sightseeing bus tour and Harbour trip  
|  4,5 hours (2,5 hours plus 1,5 hours boat tr ip) | 2 sightseeing stops | by bus 
(lunch package and boat tour included) |  31 €  (please pay this “TOUR 1 I  Bus 
and Boat”) directly together with your conference fees) |  

 
09:30: After having picked up at our conference hotel NH Hamburg Horn by bus you 
will discover Hamburg from its best. The tour will start with a trip to the entire Outer 
Alster, the historic warehouse complex, the Reeperbahn in the famous red light 
district, Hamburg’s unique landmark St. Micheal’s church and the new district of 
Hamburg, the “Hafencity”. The bus will bring us to the Landungsbrücken, harbour and 
new harbour city where we will switch on a barkasse for a great boat trip at around 
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13:00: Hafenrundfahrt (harbour trip)  
From now on we will continue our sightseeing day on the Elbe. We are going to cruise 
on agile boats (Barkassen) along the container terminals and the new Hafencity into 
the canals of the historic warehouse complex. The Port of Hamburg is the second 
largest seaport in Europe and is one of the nine largest container harbours in the 
world: More than eight million containers are handled here every year. What sounds 
like an imaginary industrial site is actually a real "hands-on" port "and one of 
Germany's most popular attractions. 
On our trip through the port of Hamburg, you will see the docks of Blohm und Voss 
shipyard (the famous warship Bismarck was built there, among many other famous 
ships). This is the perfect trip to get to know the heart of Hamburg’s harbour. The ship 
is heated during winter. Of course every boat will have a toilet on board. 
A cruise through Hamburg on the paddle wheel steam boat is a special experience. 
 
After this trip you are free to join Tour 2 or let you bring back to the Hotel by our 
sightseeing tour bus (15:00 arrival at the hotel) - or just stay and experience 
downtown.  
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TOUR 2: Elbphilharmonie and walk through the West part of the 
Hafencity 
|  1,5 hours  (30 minutes project presentation and 1 hour walk) |  13 €  (please 
pay this “TOUR 1 I  Bus and Boat”) directly together with your conference fees)|  
 

 
16:00: The Project Presentation starts with a 30 minutes PowerPoint Presentation at 
the Elbphilharmonie Pavilion about the history, development and concept of the 
building Elbphilharmonie Hamburg concentrating on the Grand Hall and acoustics, 
followed by the visit of the Original 1:10 acoustic scale model of the Grand Hall, in 
which Acoustics Yasohisa Toyota did his acoustic measures for the Elbphilharmonie.  
After the presentation a short 60 min. tour through the West part of the HafenCity to 
the construction site of the Elbphilharmonie Hamburg takes place with information 
about the new HafenCity at the Waterfront and the status quo of the construction work 
of the Elbphilharmonie.  
This tour doesn’t include a walk through the construction site (which is only possible 
at weekends).  
 
The tours are guided not by architects but professional guest guides of the 
Elbphilharmonie Hamburg. 
 
Have a first impression of how the Elbphilharmonie is going to look when you’ll come 
back in the future:  
http://www.elbphilharmonie.de/rundgang/flash/index.html#/en/the-plaza-die-plaza 
 

 
 
After this trip you are free let you bring back to the Hotel by our tour bus (18:00 arrival 
at the hotel) - or just stay and experience downtown.  
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TOUR 3: Rickmer Rickmers – tour on the historic landmark  
|  1,5 hours  |  9 €  (please pay this “TOUR 3 I  Rickmer Rickmers”) directly 
together with your conference fees)|  

 

	  
16:00: Up to 25 people may take part at this special maritime tour about the ship's 
history by a real retired commander of the German Navy. Mr. Schaller, 
Fregattenkapitän a.D., is not only an experienced captain, but also part of the 
RICKMER RICKMERS Foundation to operate and maintain the museum ship – with no 
 public funding .  
 
Hamburg's floating landmark “Rickmer Rickmers” recalls the age of the large 
windjammers. Named after the youngest grandchild of the shipyard founder, it was 
launched in Bremerhaven in 1896 as a full-rigged ship made of steel. 
 
The deck has been clad with wood, the masts and rigging made complete, the engine 
room has been equipped and ballast has been taken on board. In the restored crew 
and officers' quarters, visitors are given a glimpse of the rough life of the seafarer; a 
steam engine along with one of the Krupp diesel engines can be seen in the engine 
room. Together, the three types of marine propulsion of the past 100 years - wind, 
steam and diesel - are vividly illustrated for visitors.  
 
This tour will take approximately 1.5 hours on the ship.  
Included: (bus tour back to the hotel) English speaking guide, Admissions  
  
After this trip you are free let you bring back to the Hotel by our tour bus (18:00 arrival 
at the hotel) - or just stay and experience downtown. 	   
 
 
Special Tipp: Why don’t end the day with a visit of the world’s largest model railway in 
the Speicherstadt (in walking distance to your sightseeing tour stop)? On Friday nights 
they are open until 23:00. http://www.miniatur-wunderland.com/visit/ 

 
 

„Hamburg meine Perle“ | „Hamburg my pearl” 
 

On the Elbe: IT SMELLS LIKE FREEDOM HERE 
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The Port of Hamburg is by far the most important port in Germany and one of the leading sea 
freight reloading points in the world. It is the gateway to markets in northern, central and 
eastern Europe, a bridge between the continent and overseas as well as one of the most 
important sea ports for container traffic. Only about 100 km from the sea, the port in the Elbe 
is also accessible to the largest of the container giants that can stack up to 18 containers side 
by side. With a handling capacity of over 2,500 TEU (= 20 foot unit with a load capacity of 
around 20 tonnes) the processing terminals ensure that the container ships can leave the 
port in less than 24 hours. Over 36 million tonnes of bulk cargo are handled at the Port of 
Hamburg, from oil to coal to ores, as well as cereals, oilseeds, feed, fertilisers and much 
more.  
The Hanseatic port is one of the leading paper trading centres in Europe, the largest 
marketplace for pharmaceutical raw materials - and the largest carpet retail and warehouse 
centre in the world is also located in Hamburg free port, to name but a few superlatives. And 
bear in mind: Hamburg is the largest import centres for coffee and one of the leading 
reloading points for spices in the world. Hamburg is the No. 1 port of transit in Europe for raw 
cocoa. Something else that is remarkable: For many years, the port on the Elbe has also been 
the main reloading point for tea in Europe, way ahead of Rotterdam. The US, Canada, and 
even the Brits get their tea from Hamburg!  
 

 
 
 
Landungsbrücken 
 
Standing here at the Landungsbrücken - the water on one side, and on the other colourful 
souvenir shops with waterfront memories and quaint fish restaurants with fresh cutter plaice 
or North Sea shrimps - it is easy to forget that you are walking on a floating platform. The 
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first pontoons were built in 1839 and served as docks for steam ships because the coal they 
needed for their engines could be stored here. Similarly, the fire in the boilers, as a potential 
hazard, was kept far away from the actual harbour. From 1907 to 1909, the facility was greatly 
expanded - and heavily damaged in the Second World War. Today's pier area has existed 
since its reconstruction from 1953 to 1955, and a car once drove at extremely high speed 
across the bridges for a movie thriller. The water tower on the east side of the water station 
shows the time and the water level and also rings the ship's bell every half hour. 
 
Queen Mary I I  and Co 
 
Cruise terminals have become indispensable in Hamburg. As a permanent port area for 
cruise ships, around 164 ships with more than 400,000 visitors are recorded here every year. 
Cruise ships from around the world moor here. The Queen Mary 2 is probably one of the most 
famous guests in the Port of Hamburg.  
The Hamburg Cruise Centre in the HafenCity and the Cruise Centre Altona serve as cruise 
terminals in the Port of Hamburg. The latter is located on Edgar-Engelhard quay, previously 
used for journeys to England. The Hamburg Cruise Centre occupies 1,500 square metres and 
is architecturally unique in this form. You can regularly admire the so-called "fat pots" (big 
ships) at the 330-metre quay in HafenCity. However, another terminal became essential due 
to the thriving development of the cruise industry. The ground-breaking ceremony for the 
Cruise Centre Altona took place in March 2009 and it opened almost two years later, on 1 
April 2011. Particularly interesting: Visitors can climb the roof of the Cruise Centre and wave 
at the incoming or departing passengers, or simply enjoy a great view of the Port of Hamburg 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Old Elbe Tunnel 
 
When the Old Elbe Tunnel, also called "St. Pauli Elbe Tunnel", was opened in 1911, it was a 
technical sensation. Today, it is a nostalgic and lovingly tended piece of Hamburg history - 
and has already celebrated its 100th anniversary. 
The distinctive, square, domed structure on the St. Pauli landing bridges houses the 
machinery and the four large lift cages, which have been transporting people and vehicles at 
a depth of nearly 24 metres since 1911. After 426.5 metres beneath the Elbe and through two 
tiled tunnels with a diameter of 6 metres, you return to daylight in Steinwerder. 
The Old Elbe Tunnel was the first river tunnel on the continent - and became a necessity 
since the growth of the Port of Hamburg was increasingly moving to the southern side of the 
Elbe and so an improved transport connection was required. It was ultimately modelled on 
the Clyde Tunnel in Glasgow after plans for a suspended railway, traject and viaduct had been 
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rejected. During the Second World War, the shaft house of the Elbe Tunnel was badly 
damaged by bombing raids on the south side of the Elbe. However, much of the majolica with 
its depictions of aquatic life and traditional designs remains in tact.  
The Old Elbe Tunnel has been a protected monument since 2003 - and on the occasion of its 
100th anniversary it was also honoured as a "Historic Landmark of Civil Engineering in 
Germany". Numerous film teams have shot on location down below, and this time-tested 
tunnel was also where a successful world record for model trains took place. The St. Pauli 
Elbe Tunnel can also be rented for events. A somewhat different idea for taking a walk: After 
passing through the tunnel, you can enjoy an unforgettable panoramic view of the edge of the 
harbour, St. Michaelis and the "Rickmer Rickmers" from the southern bank of the Elbe.  
Further information on the Old Elbe Tunnel or the "St. Pauli Elbe Tunnel" can be found on the 
website of the Hamburg Port Authority 
 
The Hafencity  
 
HafenCity combines tradition and modernity in a unique symbiosis. A true architectural and 
cultural delight! Attractions such as Miniatur Wunderland, the Elbphilharmonie and the 
Speicherstadt draw tourists in. 
For centuries, the Port of Hamburg has shaped the development of the Hanseatic city. 
Shipyards and docks, terminals and ships from around the world are just as much as part of 
Hamburg as the Elbe, Alster and Jungfernstieg. The Sandtorkai was opened on 11 August 
1866 as the most modern port of its time. After more than 100 years, HafenCity is now taking 
its place. Work began in 2003 and so far half of the buildings envisaged in the master plan 
have been completed.  
Although it is still considered "the largest building site" in Europe, new life has arrived in 
HafenCity: besides the office and apartment buildings, you can linger in the many cafés and 
restaurants. What is equally interesting and remains the most famous construction project in 
the HafenCity and therefore the city as a whole is the Elbphilharmonie. Although for various 
reasons it is not yet completed, the current view is already impressive enough. Guided tours 
are also available. 
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Hamburg’s Culture Overview 
 
After New York and London, Hamburg is the world's third largest musical metropolis. 
Disney's THE LION KING is a classic at the majestically located Theater im Hafen. It is also 
the numerous theatres, museums and galleries, along with the Staatsoper and a colourful 
club scene, that make Hamburg a pure cultural pleasure. 
Much much more about the State Opera, the Hamburg Ballet with John Neumeier, about all 
the museums, famous theaters, musicals and more can be found on this website:  
 
http://www.hamburg-travel.com/attractions/culture-in-hamburg/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Old Town 
 
The Old Town is indeed Hamburg's oldest district and the real attraction for many tourists. 
The most famous, of course, are the Chilehaus and the office buildings on Burchardplatz, but 
the Sprinkenhof, Mohlenhof and the Messberghof are also considered popular tourist 
destinations. The "Old Elbe Tunnel", however, remains unchallenged. 
 
Remarkable Church – The Michel 
One distinctive landmark in Hamburg is better known locally as the "Michel". Visitors can 
admire the church's impressive central vaulted nave, containing three music organs, and 
enjoy a beautiful view of the city from the tower. 
As you pass through the Hamburg inner city, the church tower of Michel can seem to follow 
you everywhere. This may be due to the fact that, at 132 metres, the tower of the main church 
dwarfs most buildings in the city centre and can be seen from many angles. 
Whether on a walk through Außenalster; a visit to the 'Planten un Blomen' park; strolling by 
the city walls; or along Landungsbrücken – the history-rich Church, nicknamed 'Michel' is a 
constant feature in the cityscape. 
The St Michaelis church as you can see it today is the third one to be built on the site. The 
original church, built between 1648 – 61 in the baroque style, was destroyed by a lightning 
strike. The second building was laid out in a form similar to a Greek cross, and later a 132 
metre high tower was added (1777-85). 
This second building was destroyed in 1906 in a fire started during construction work. The 
Michel was then built for a third time from 1907 -12, with complex renovations taking place in 
1983 including a copper roofing. 
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Many lovers of architecture consider the Baroque church, with its distinctive cap, to be the 
most beautiful church in northern Germany, situated as it is among the piers and jetties of 
Landungsbrücken. 
Particularly striking is the copper plating around the tower, which is a popular lookout spot. 
At a height of 82 metres, visitors can have a wonderful view of the northern metropolis as well 
as being able to get close to the largest clock tower in Germany. 
 
A special tourist attraction is also the Michel trumpet player: every day at 10am and 9pm 
(Sundays at 12pm) the tower warden plays a trumpet solo which sounds out in all directions. 
 
 
The City Hall 
The City Hall is an impressive and eclectic building as well. It was built in 1897. In the City 
Hall you can find the senate (State government) and the Hamburg Parliament. There are 
regular guided tours and exhibitions in the Rathausdiele of the City Hall. 
 

 
 

All about the Alster 
 
The 160-hectare lake in the heart of the city is a true paradise for sailors, rowers and 
paddlers, but has a depth of no more than 2.50 metres.  
It was created as early as the 13th century by damming the little Alster river and its even 
smaller feeder rivers. Its opulent grasslands on the edge of the bank offer plenty of 
opportunities to be close to the water, right in the middle of the city. Just kicking back on a 
blanket or a deckchair, jogging "all the way round the Alster", taking a walk, playing frisbee 
and boules – the options are endless for you to enjoy this splendid green oasis on land. 
During some winters, you will even be able to make your way across the lake to the other 
bank without getting your feet wet. Naturally, the Alster is surrounded by cafés and 
restaurants where you can enjoy a meal or drink with a splendid view of the water.  
In the southern part of this area lie the Kennedy Bridge and the Lombard Bridge which 
separate the larger Outer Alster from the Inner Alster – the latter gives the city centre a quite 
romantic and maritime air. This is where the Alster steamers take off from Jungfernstieg. 
These steamers run regular services connecting various quays on the Outer Alster. So if you 
would rather not go out on the lake in a rented paddle boat, canoe or sailing dinghy: Take a 
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touron the Alster steamer and experience the landscape as well as the silhouette of the city 
from the water! 
 

 
 
 

Green Hamburg 
 
Hamburg not only has abundant water, but with almost 1,400 parks offers lots of space for 
relaxation even away from the Elbe and Alster! Spacious, modern and historic gardens and 
parks offer plenty of room for relaxation, games and sports in Hamburg.  
 
 

 

 

Experience 
 
Shopping  
 
From second hand to luxury to fair trade. In Hamburg there really are shopping experiences 
on every corner! In front of the Binnenalster (“Inner Alster Lake”) you will find Hamburg’s 
most popular promenade – the Jungfernstieg. The Jungfernstieg is one of the most exquisite 
shopping streets in the world. It is located between the Reesendammbridge and the 
Gänsemarkt.  
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Jungfernstieg 
 
Its name leads back to a old tradition. A long time ago families came to the Jungfernstieg on 
sundays for taking a walk with their unmarried ladies, the damsels (german word: “Jungfer”). 
The name “Jungfern”stieg resulted from this rite. 
Interesting is also that the Jungfernstieg was the first street in Germany to be asphalted. 
Demolition and rebuilding took away a bit of the former masterly architecture but there are 
still sights left in all their beauty – e.g. the gorgeous “Alsterarkaden”. It was renovated only 
recently. There are plenty of exquisite shops in the inner of the “Alsterarkaden”. Also in the 
passage at the “Hamburger Hof” you will be able to buy many special products. 
 
The most traditional building is the Alster-Pavillon. At this place you can have a coffee and a 
phenomenal view over the Alster – and all this since 1799. One of Hamburg’s former mayors 
Max Brauer was sure that this was the most beautiful restaurant in whole Germany. Today 
you’ll find the Café Alex in the Alster-Pavillon. Right next to the Café there is the Alster-pier. 
It is just perfect to have a relaxing trip by ship after a shopping expedition. 
The Binnenalster makes downtown a special place. The fountain in the middle of the lake 
turned into a special landmark of Hamburg City. 
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Cuisine 
From fresh fish in a harbour-side restaurant, typical Old Hamburg cuisine with labskaus and 
red fruit jelly to all sorts of exotic specialities: In terms of feasts, Hamburg cuisine is right up 
there and has been honoured with many awards. Sometimes the location and the view from 
the window are more important than the Michelin star. For this reason, a number of chic 
restaurants and bars have settled along the Alster and the Elbe which beckon you to linger. 
Bon appetit! 
 
Reeperbahn!  
 
This is what most people have in mind when they think of Hamburg.  
On the Reeperbahn, Hamburg's red-light district rubs shoulders with restaurants, bars, 
theatres and nightclubs. Recently the street was voted Hamburg's best street in Prinze.de, 
the city's entertainment guide, followed by Schulterblatt and Mühlenkamp. The street's 
nightlife has something for everyone and is the first stop for every nightowl. 
In a song well-known in Germany, Hans Albers sings: 'On the Reeperbahn at half 12 at 
night...' 
Of course, the emphasis is on 'at night'. If you were to visit this Hamburg neighbourhood 
during the day, you would find a rather quiet street with a few shops, and you would perhaps 
wonder why there were so many closed doors. 
But when it gets dark, St. Pauli springs to life: neon signs flashing everywhere in competition. 
The hottest clubs on the Reeperbahn and Hamburger Berg open, with Irish pubs and Hans-
Albers-Platz packed full of live music. 
The most famous street in Hamburg got its name from the old German word 'reep', which 
means an old heavy rope for a ship. During 1600 and 1880 the space north of today’s 
Reeperbahn street was used as a 'ropewalk' for the production of ropes for the nearby 
harbour. Nowadays, the street is the first-stop for all sorts of entertainment. 
In the 1960’s the Reeperbahn became a mecca for rock music with its “Große Freiheit” area. 
Everybody from the Beatles to the Searchers was performing in clubs like “Top Ten” or the 
“Starclub”. 
Grosse Freiheit branches just off the Reeperbahn. Here the Beatles had their first 
appearance on German soil in Club Indra. You can trace the Beatles footsteps to the 
Kaiserkeller, which is still running, as well as the site of the now-closed Star Club, where a 
plaque commemorates the venue. 
Beatles-Platz, a tribute to the band, is a circular plaza, painted black and modeled on a vinyl 
record. Both this and a sculpture of the band's early members are located not too far from 
'Beatlemania', a dedicated Beatles museum. 
Alongside music venues is a varied assortment of entertainment, including Reeperbahn's 
famous strip clubs and brothels. Just around the corner from the Reeperbahn is Herbert 
Street, the principal red light area. Both ends of the street are blocked by barriers and it is 
inaccessible to women and minors. 
In Spielbudenplatz you can find three floors worth of waxworks at the Wax Museum with 
several famous wax figures including the King of Rock'n'Roll. 
Also in the area is the Operettenhaus (Opera house) for music lovers, as well as Schmidts 
Tivoli or St. Pauli Theatre for theatre enthusiasts which attract the city's locals as well as 
tourists. 
With so much on offer, a night in the Reeperbahn can go on well into the early hours of the 
morning. 
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Further tourist information 
 
Do I need a visa, what sort of ID do I require, will I be able to make myself understood? This 
section contains information aimed at making it as quick and easy as possible to get your 
bearings in Germany.  

 

 

 

Germany in brief – everything you need to know about entering the 
country 
 
Entry requirements  
 
To enter Germany you need a passport that is valid for at least fourth months from your date of 
arrival. For citizens of EU countries a valid identity card is sufficient. 
 
Visa  
EU citizens do not require a visa. Citizens of all other countries will generally need a visa, with the 
exception of some countries for which the European Community has abolished the visa 
requirement. Nationals of those countries do not require a visa for visits to Germany lasting no 
longer than three months in a six-month period. 
For further information please use the following website:  
http://www.auswaertiges-‐
amt.de/EN/EinreiseUndAufenthalt/Visabestimmungen_node.html#doc480844bodyText2 
 
 
Customs  
Goods from other EU countries do not incur duty as long as you carry them with you and they are 
intended for your own personal use. 
 
 
Goods imported into Germany from a non-EU country are duty-free up to a value of €175.00. There 
are restrictions for specific goods, such as tobacco, alcohol and perfume. 
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Climate  
Overall, Germany has a warm, temperate, wet climate with westerly winds. Extreme fluctuations 
in temperature are rare. Rain falls throughout the year. Mild winters (2ºC to -6ºC) and moderately 
hot summers (18ºC to 20ºC) are the norm. 
 
Religion  
Around two thirds of Germany's population are Christian. They are fairly evenly split between 
Protestants and Catholics, but there are more Protestants in northern Germany, while the South 
has more Catholics. Germany is also home to around four million Muslims and about 100,000 
Jews. 
 
Vaccinations  
No vaccinations are required for entry into Germany. 
 
However, between spring and autumn there is an increased risk of contracting illnesses caused by 
ticks, such as Lyme disease and tick-borne encephalitis (TBE). Ticks are usually found in ground-
covering vegetation. The best protection against them is to wear clothing that covers as much of 
the skin as possible. If you are bitten, you should seek medical attention as a precaution. 
 
The areas of highest risk are Baden-Württemberg and Bavaria, as well as certain regions within 
Hessen, Rhineland-Palatinate and Thuringia. In these areas, TBE vaccinations are recommended 
for anyone likely to spend a lot of time outdoors. 
 
Language  
The main language is German, of course. However, you should be aware that there are many 
different regional accents and dialects, although High German is understood everywhere. 
 
Many Germans also speak good English, so there should not be any language barriers for foreign 
visitors.  
 

Culture and tourism tax in Hamburg 
 
Introduction of a culture and tourism tax in Hamburg – The well-being of our guests always 
comes first 
 
On 1 January 2013, the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg will introduce a culture and 
tourism tax. The introduction of this tax is a political decision which the city has been debating 
most controversially, and it will certainly be cause for more debate in the future. On the 
positive side, the Hamburg Senate has agreed to a political commitment to reinvest 100 
percent of revenues into tourism, culture and sports projects that will contribute to 
Hamburg’s image and ultimately benefit the tourism industry as well. By introducing a 
culture and tourism tax, Hamburg is following suit of international metropolitan cities such as 
New York, Barcelona and Zurich. In some of these cities, this fee has been levied for several 
years now. Thus, for any experienced traveller visiting Hamburg, a tourism charge is not a 
novelty.  
The “Hamburg model”: Different from other German cities and municipalities, Hamburg’s 
fee will not be swallowed up by the overall budget. The introduction of the culture and tourism 
tax aims to generate additional funds; not only in the realms of culture, but also in sports 
events and tourism marketing. Institutions from the tourism sector – and thus guests to the 
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city – shall benefit from this specific “Hamburg model”. In the future, the tourism trade of the 
Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg will measure those responsible by their adherence to 
their political commitment, while closely monitoring the allocation of funds.  
Regardless of the controversial debate on the introduction of the tax, one key objective should 
be borne in mind: guests to Hamburg should not be burdened by the fee. The happiness and 
well-being of our guests remains our prime rationale, since we know: only happy guests 
return. Hamburg Tourism and Hamburg Marketing GmbH will do their utmost to achieve this 
objective, while also supporting the interests of the destination of Hamburg and the tourism 
industry.  
What will  be taxed by the culture and tourism tax?  
The tax applies to the procurance of accommodation services in return for remuneration. This 
includes e.g. rooms in hotels, motels, B&Bs and guesthouses. It is not relevant whether or 
not a room is actually used for an overnight stay. This means that dayrooms are also 
included. Overnight stays related to an essential business occasion will not be taxed. The tax 
only applies to short-term accommodation with a duration of less than two months.  
Who will  be affected by the culture and tourism tax?  
The culture and tourism tax is levied in the form of an indirect tax. This means that 
accommodation establishments are liable for payment and may in turn include the tax in the 
overnight guest’s bill. However, there is no obligation to pass the tax on to the guest.   
So who has to pay the culture and tourism tax then?  
The culture and tourism tax is paid by private travellers. In July, the Federal Administrative 
Court stipulated that overnight stays relating to an essential business occasion may not be 
affected by this tax. According to the latest draft, business travellers have to record the 
reason for their overnight stay via an online document (see Employer’s Confirmation form) 
and will then be exempted from the tax.  
How much is the culture and tourism tax?  
The tax rate is calculated on the basis of the net payment for an overnight stay (excluding 
VAT), while rates shall be graded according to price: as of 1 January 2013, the tax rate per 
overnight guest per day will be graded between 0.50 Euro (for an accommodation price from 
10,01 Euro - 25.00 Euro) and 4.00 Euro (for accommodation prices of up to 200.00 Euro), and 
for every further 50.00 Euro net payment or part thereof, a subsequent fee of 1.00 Euro 
applies. For instance, an overnight stay costing 250.00 Euro will be levied with a tax of 5.00 
Euro. Business travellers are exempted from this tax regulation.  
Will  the culture and tourism tax be itemised on the bill?  
While this is not mandatory, the individual accommodation establishment may indicate on the 
bill that the culture and tourism tax has been passed on. Example: “Net price for 
accommodation: 46.00 Euro (including 1.00 Euro culture and tourism tax.)”  
Where can I  f ind further information on the culture and tourism tax?  
This website, as well as www.hamburg.de/steuern provides you with all the relevant 
information relating to the culture and tourism tax.  
In addition to tax forms and respective appendices, you will also find explanatory leaflets and 
guidelines on the website.  
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